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“The United States believes that the Gulf comprehends
international waters and that no nation has the right to
prevent free and innocent passage in the Gulf and through
the Straits giving access thereto....The United States,..,is
prepared to execrcise the right of free and innocent
passage and to join with others to secure general
recognition of this right.”

.104 'my3a 15 mwi 2w5 Gainsborough
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“Blockades have traditionally been regarded as acts of
war. To blockade, after all, is to attempt strangulation and
sovereign States are entitled not to have their trade

.153 'mya 15 i 25 , Gainsboroug 2
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strangled. The blockade is by definition an act of war,
imposed and enforced through armed violence. Never in
history have blockade and peace existed side by side.
There is no difference in civil law between murdering a
man by slow strangulation or killing him by a shot in the
head. From the moment at which the blockade was
imposed, active hostilities had commenced... if a foreign
power sought to close Odessa or Copenhagen or
Marseilles or New York harbor by the use of force, what
would happen? Would there be any discussion about who
had fired the first shot? Would anyone ask whether
aggression had begun?”
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